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Abstract 

The tourism industry has developed to become an important pillar of the economy of Mauritius and in 
order to further propel the tourism sector as a key engine of growth, the government of Mauritius is 
undertaking various endeavours to increase the visibility of Mauritius as a top-class tourist destination 
and to enhance accessibility of the country to foreigners. However, in this pursuit, the concept of ethical 
tourism which is a key concept of travellers when choosing a destination, is not being given its due 
consideration. The study seeks to analyse the impact of tourism on the human rights of the local 
communities in Mauritius, and on environment with a particular focus on the role of ecotourism in 
achieving a sustainable tourism. In particular, the research aims at responding to questions including is 
there any connection between tourism, human rights, environment and local communities? What is the 
impact of tourism on climate change? What needs to be done in order to enhance the local communities’ 
benefits from the gains derived from tourism investments in the country? How policy makers in Mauritius 
can combat the problems of climate change through sustainable tourism policies?  

In order to critically examine the topic, the methodologies for the research are in essence comprised of 
the black letter approach and a socio-legal analysis. The main legislations governing human rights 
issues in Mauritius as well as the constitution of the country are consulted. Primary sources such as 
official data publicly made available by government ministries, WTO, UN and other agencies are referred 
to, and secondary sources of data such as journals, books, unpublished works amongst others are also 
used.  

Keywords: Human rights, tourism, environment, code of ethics, Mauritius 

Introduction  

The UNWTO defines tourism as a social, cultural and economic development that entails the 
movement of people to countries or places outside their usual environment for personal or 
business/professional purposes. Tourism is no longer seen as an activity reserved for only the 
privileged but it is now engaged by millions of people around the globe, accompanied by a 
combination of desire, mobility, accessibility and affordability that made mass travel possible. 
During the 1990s, it has been noticed that several scholars moralised tourism as being 
inherently “bad” when weighing the advantages and disadvantages associated with the tourism 
sector. However, a new approach is now being adopted by scholars to work towards a 
definition of ethical tourism instead of asserting that tourism is morally good or bad in all social 
context (Castaneda, 2012). Ethical tourism in simple terms means a responsible attitude 
adopted by the various stakeholders in the tourism sector while thinking about the 
consequences of their respective actions on the local people, the environment and the local 
economy, and for the purpose of this study, the research will be focussed on the protection of 
people’s rights and the environment.  

Tourism is also considered as a framework where the hosts and tourists can learn better from 
each other through direct interaction since it involves the exchange of cultures, behaviours, 
values and traditions (Paul, 2012). In addition, interactions between locals and tourists may 
lead to the emergence of new ideas, values and motivations for social and economic progress 
in other sectors. The problem however lies in this diversity which on one hand gives rise to 
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development and productivity, but on the other hand, leads to a loss of local traditions and 
values by replacing them with a false rural culture. For instance, countries that are rich in land 
and coastal areas are being seen to replace their farming and fishing communities against 
tourist resorts, apartments or shopping centres. In some extreme cases, it has been seen that 
governments of the host destination countries, in an attempt to boost the tourism sector, have 
compulsorily acquired lands from the local community in order to construct the appropriate 
tourism infrastructure. In other words, a less well-off country may escape from its financial 
difficulties further to an influx of tourists, but at the expense of losing beautiful scenery due to 
infrastructure developments, tranquillity and lack of congestion further to the increase in traffic 
jam caused by tourists traveling in the country. Such inconveniences accruing to the local 
community is mainly due to a lack of appropriate legislations protecting the rights of the local 
population and deterring governmental authorities to look beyond the human rights aspect of 
the tourism sector. 

In the same respect, while positive impacts on the economy of the destination countries have 
been observed, the negative side effects of the tourism sector are quite apparent. Sharpley 
(2006) argues that the environment is a fundamental element of tourist’s experience. While on 
one hand, tourists look for attractive destination spots that rely heavily on natural resources, 
on the other hand, it is undeniable that tourism activities consume resources and sometimes 
create wastage of scarce resources as well. For instance, the usage of the high water level in 
hotels for the purposes of cooking, bathing, irrigation or swimming pools is evidence of the 
diminution of water resources available in the host country. Furthermore, infrastructural works 
carried out in the destination countries in order to attract tourists can lead to the degradation 
and destruction of the environment without underestimating the negative impacts of pollution 
of water, air and soil, soil erosion, and the change in the structure of flora and fauna. Some 
other aspects of tourism may also lead to climate change such as transportation and tourist 
activities. The tourism sector relies heavily on transportation by air, road, cruise shop and rail, 
which all need fossil fuels to function that in turn contribute to the level of carbon emissions in 
the atmosphere. As such, there is a need to regulate the environmental impacts brought about 
by the increasing tourism activities to ensure a clean environment and the ongoing provision 
of natural resources. 

In the context of Mauritius, the tourism industry has developed to become an important pillar 
of the economy of the island that contributes significantly to economic growth and to the overall 
development of the country. Statistics over the past two decades demonstrate that tourist 
arrivals increased at an average rate of 9% per annum with a corresponding increase of about 
21% in tourism receipts (Ministry of Tourism, 2017). In order to further propel the tourism sector 
as a key engine of growth, the government of Mauritius is undertaking various endeavours to 
increase the visibility of Mauritius as a top-class tourist destination and to enhance accessibility 
of the country to foreigners. Such initiatives include the opening of the Africa-Asia corridor in 
2015 to facilitate the movements of people between Africa and Singapore, the promotion of 
the film industry sector in Mauritius, the various international campaigns being held by the 
Mauritius Tourism Promotion Authority, amongst others. However, in this pursuit, the concept 
of ethical tourism which has now become a key concept of travellers when choosing a 
destination, is not being given its due consideration.  

Hence, the study seeks to analyse the impact of tourism on the human rights of the local 
communities in Mauritius, and on environment with a particular focus on the role of ecotourism 
in achieving a sustainable tourism. In particular, the research aims at responding to the 
following questions: 

1. Is there any connection between tourism, human rights, environment and local 
communities? 

2. What is the impact of tourism on climate change? 
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3. Is there any legal framework for an “ethical tourism” culture in Mauritius analysed in the 
context of human rights and environmental protection? 

4. What needs to be done in order to enhance the local communities’ benefits from the 
gains derived from tourism investments in the country? 

5. How policy makers in Mauritius can combat the problems of climate change through 
sustainable tourism policies?  

The second part of the paper will elaborate on the human rights situation of the local population 
of Mauritius, and the main legislations governing the subject matter will be examined. Some 
practical recommendations will be put forward that have been inspired from international 
standards for Mauritius to adopt. The third part will be based on the problems of climate change 
brought about by the tourism sector, and will provide some suggestions as to how the concept 
of ecotourism can help to diminish the side effects on the environment. The final part will finally 
conclude the paper by setting forth responses to the research questions enumerated above. 

Human Rights and Tourism 

Human rights are commonly understood as the inalienable fundamental rights to which a 
person is entitled simply because he or she is a human being (Sepulveda, 2004). In Mauritius, 
the term human rights is used to refer to a wide spectrum of rights such as right to life, liberty, 
security as well as freedom of conscience, expression of assembly or association, freedom to 
establish schools without discrimination by reason of race, place of origin, political opinions, 
colour, creed or sex but subject to respect for the rights and freedoms of others and for the 
public interest (Constitution of Mauritius, 1968). For the purpose of this research, the limb of 
human rights governing child will only be outlined but will not be analysed in depth.  

The basic principles underlying human rights are the concepts of dignity and equality, and it is 
the states that have the main duty of ensuring that everyone enjoy their human rights 
(Sepulveda, 2004). In this respect, in the South African case of Social and Economic Rights 
Action Centre (SERAC) v. Nigeria, the African Commission on Human Rights stated that it is 

the government’s obligations to protect their citizens from damaging acts that may be 
perpetrated by private parties. In the same line, the Inter-America Commission held in the case 
of Velasquez Rodriuez v. Honduras, that a state is in clear violation of its obligations to protect 

human rights if it allows the private sector to act freely with impunity to the detriment of the 
human rights.  

In the context of tourism, governments have often been accused of violating property rights 
afforded to the local citizens to favour the private sector to build hotels or other infrastructures 
for the tourism sector. For instance, in Mauritius, the government through the statutory body 
of the Road Development Authority was accused of granting permission to a private hotel to 
privatise part of a public road for its hotel premises to gain direct access to a well renowned 
beach in the island. A case was entered before the courts of Mauritius by people of the locality 
but the court ruled in favour of the government since the private organisation was successful 
in following all the appropriate procedures to gain acquisition of the public road. However, the 
question still remains with regard to the rights of the local community who are being denied 
access to the beach from a particular area, which has now become a private property. The 
loopholes lie in the deficiencies of Mauritius laws which do not cater for such types of 
scenarios.  

Similarly, in some other parts of the world, forced evictions and property destructions are 
amongst the common issues being suffered by the local community as a result of the promotion 
of the tourism industry, and these realities contravene human rights instruments undermining 
basic conditions for a human existence with dignity. Specifics groups like women and children 
are also said to be particularly affected by the tourism sector. The absence of legal framework 
and protection, and the lack of labour rights in developing countries are amongst the factors 
that allow for discriminatory practices against women in the tourism industry (Hemingway, 
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2004). In addition, the lack of protection for seasonal workers and unfair labour practices are 
often listed as amongst the human rights abuses within the tourism industry. Furthermore, the 
sex tourism industry is experiencing a boom across the globe and this is being accompanied 
by an increase in child prostitution. A global child protection network ECPAT defines the 
commercial exploitation of children as the sexual abuse by the adult and remuneration in cash 
or kind to the child or a third person(s). Child prostitution is a grave violation of children’s rights 
and constitutes an affront to our collective society. Nevertheless, countries looking for 
economic opportunities from tourism often ignore the risks that some international tourists pose 
to children and the lack of laws to protect them. Slate Africa portrays Mauritius as one amongst 
the ten major destinations for sex tourism in Africa and has accused the village of Grand-Baie 
as the capital of prostitution in the country. Again, human dignity is being compromised at the 
expense of economic development further to the development of the tourism sector. 

Having elaborated on the threats posed to human rights in Mauritius further to the boom of the 
tourism industry, this section aims at analysing the legal framework in Mauritius with respect 
to human rights protection available to the local community. One amongst the governing law 
of the tourism sector in Mauritius is the Tourism Authority Act of 2006. The said act regulates 
the laws relating to tourist enterprises, pleasure crafts and skippers. It also provides for the 
setting up of a tourism authority that has the power to grant licences in relation to tourist 
enterprises and has the responsibility of fostering and encouraging the conduct of tourism 
activities in a responsible manner to preserve the integrity of the Mauritius destination. 
However, the Tourism Authority Act does not provide or specify the parameters within which 
the authority is entitled to act to bring about a sustainable tourism. Neither the concept of 
human rights nor environmental protection has been mentioned, which implies that the 
authority, managed by a board, has been given wide discretionary powers as to how tourism 
activities should be conducted and the word “responsible” is in turn subject to wide subjective 
interpretation. The tourism authority has also been empowered to establish standards, 
guidelines and codes of practice in relation to the carrying out of tourism activities, but up to 
date, no such written principles have been put in place. It is to be noted that members of the 
board of the tourism authority are appointed either by the Minister of tourism or are 
representatives of other ministries including the prime minister’s office. This in turn may impair 
on the objectivity of the body to act in an independent manner. Several regulations have been 
enacted under the Tourism Authority Act for the regulation of fees for tourism activities, or for 
operational specificities but none of them relates to the conduct of tourism activities taking into 
account human rights and environment.  

Furthermore, while the constitution of Mauritius certainly guarantees the fundamental rights 
and freedoms of the Mauritius population, no restriction has been provided for in the 
constitution to limit the economic activities of private individuals. However, Mauritius has 
signed the African Charter of Human and People’s Rights and ratified the said charter in 1992. 
The charter provides in its Article 22 that it is the state who has the duty to ensure the exercise 
of the right to development since all people have the right to their economic, social and cultural 
development with due regard to their freedom and identity and in the equal enjoyment of the 
common heritage of mankind. The right to development put forward by the African Charter is 
therefore considered to include key elements such as popular participation in development, 
respect for all human beings, self-determination and sovereignty over natural resources. In 
other words, development needs to be seen as a multifaceted process with social, cultural, 
political and economic elements rather than being seen as a simple economic growth of states.  

As mentioned above, the constitution of Mauritius sets forth the principles of fundamental rights 
but these need to be interpreted and integrated in harmony with the Africa Charter for the right 
to development places individuals at the centre of development. As per the provisions of the 
African Charter, signatory countries have the duty to report to the African commission a 
summary of the respective country’s endeavours to work towards the fulfilment of the charter. 
Accordingly, in the National Periodic Report of Mauritius covering the period 2009 to 2015, it 
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was announced that the government intends to review the two specific pieces of legislations 
namely the Beach Authority Act and the Environment Protection Act to ensure a more rational 
development and sustainable use of resources. However, no mention has been made to 
include human rights consideration in the tourism sector. 

This paragraph aims at providing some practical recommendations to link the subject matter 
of human rights with the tourism sector. As elaborated above, the absence of explicit provisions 
for human rights consideration in Mauritius legislations has given rise to cases of human rights 
violations in several instances. There is thus a need for the Tourism Authority Act 2006 to 
compel the tourism authority to carry out a feasibility study on impacts on human rights on the 
local community prior to granting licences for tourism activities. In addition, the powers given 
to the tourism authority need to be more clearly defined either through amendments to the law 
or by the enactment of regulations or guidelines. It is high time to define the terms “responsible 
manner” for the authority to carry out its duties in a more efficient manner by considering the 
social, environmental, economic and cultural factors before rushing into tourism development 
projects for the motive of economic benefits only.  

That being said, the government will require citizen’s participation in order to guarantee that 
the drafting process of policies concerning people’s life are conducted in a participatory 
manner, respecting people’s self-determination, international cooperation, social justice and 
ultimately, human rights. Such endeavours would require the tourism authority to work in 
collaboration with other stakeholders such as the Mauritius Human Rights Commission, the 
Beach Authority, the Central Water Authority, the National Environment Commission as well 
as the private sector federation amongst others. This collaboration needs to embedded as a 
legal provision in the Tourism Authority Act to ensure a smooth running of consultation works. 
Such initiatives are in line with Article 22 of the African Charter of Human and People’s Rights 
that has been ratified by Mauritius which calls for the right of development to be subject to 
other social, environmental and cultural rights. The government is therefore under the double 
obligation, firstly to ensure internal good governance, and secondly to follow rules of 
international standards to devise fair economic policies for effective international cooperation. 
In addition, to avoid any kind of political interference or intervention and corruption issues, it is 
advisable that the tourism authority be governed by the private sector instead of being 
administered by representatives of governmental nominees. 

However, while on one hand, the incorporation of human rights principles into domestic 
legislation does provide some sort of enforcement mechanisms in case of breaches and when 
citizens interact forcefully with the system to assert their claims, on the other hand, the law 
does not by itself ensure access to human rights. Hence, the effective implementation of the 
aforementioned endeavours requires a change in mentality and practices of the stakeholders 
concerned. Accordingly, as a first step, the tourism authority needs to develop a 
comprehensive set of principles to guide key-players in tourism development. As of now, an 
informal code of ethics has been drafted by the Association of Tourism Professionals, that 
comprise of some very basic principles on integrity in relation to the conduct of tourism 
activities without any further elaboration. However, the association does not have any legal 
force to require all the stakeholders of the tourism sector to compulsory abide by the code. 
This specific power has been bestowed upon the tourism authority by the Tourism Authority 
Act 2006. In this respect, it is advisable that the tourism authority adopts a national code of 
ethics, which may be inspired from the eight principles of the Global Code of Ethics put forward 
by the UNWTO but adapted and tailor-made to the Mauritius context, to guide stakeholders in 
tourism development such as the local government, local communities, the industry and its 
professionals, as well as visitors both international and domestic. So as to ensure 
independence from the tourism authority, another separate body may then be entitled with the 
responsibility to monitor the effective application of the code principles and the implementation 
thereof. The code of ethics is intended to be a living document and sets a framework of 
reference for the responsible and sustainable development of tourism, and needs to be 
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therefore legally binding on at least the licensees of the tourism authority, even if it may be 
impracticable to bind other stakeholders by the code. Through participation in the code’s 
implementation at the national level, the future of the tourism industry can be safeguarded as 
well as an expansion of this sector’s contribution to the economic prosperity, peace and 
understanding among all nations can be achieved.    

Environment and Tourism 

Closely associated with the concept of human rights is the environment in which the local 
community resides. As explained in the first part herein, the local environment may be affected 
by tourism activities through pollution, soil erosion and change in the structure of fauna and 
flora, all of which can have drastic impacts on the natural environment thereby contributing to 
climate changes. In the majority of cases, tourists travel for their own pleasure in search of 
peace, harmony and fresh air in order to cut off from the hectic life of industrialised countries. 
However, destination tourist countries are adopting measures to enhance tourism 
infrastructures without balancing the environmental, social interests and resources, which are 
considered to be the main components of sustainable development (Chatarayamontri, 2009). 
Nevertheless, legal systems in most nations have not created the appropriate planning and 
management measures necessary to ensure that growth in tourism in sustainable. Building 
sustainable tourism is now a challenging task which requires new legal tools to mitigate and 
adapt to climate change impact.  

Climate change not only leads to a changing climate in tourist destinations but also has a 
significant pact on the environment of the host destination countries on which tourist rely, for 
instance there will be fewer pristine rain forests which are less fun to visit, or degraded coral 
reefs attract fewer snorkelers. An increase in tourist arrivals also implies more transport, that 
use fossil fuel which in turn contribute to the carbon emission in the atmosphere, leading to air 
pollution. Other negative impacts on the environment further to an increase in consumption by 
tourists imply more wastage, discharge into the sea, natural habitat loss, increased pressure 
on endangered species and the increase in likelihood of forest fires. Furthermore, an increase 
in tourist arrivals puts a strain on water resources and the quality of water as well, further to 
which the local community may suffer from scarcity of water for their own private uses or for 
irrigation. In addition, to accommodate tourists, hotels have to be constructed and for this 
purpose, trees have to be cut down and all the problems associated with deforestation may in 
turn be felt by the local community. Such adverse effects can diminish the attractiveness of the 
destination country for future tourists due to a reduction in tourist comfort levels and the range 
of activities available.  

Degrading environment can accelerate the process of global warming and consequently, 
climate change. One amongst the main factors for choosing a destination is the weather 
patterns and climatic changes can disrupt the proper planning and scheduling of tourist 
holidays, which in turn can discourage tourists from visiting a particular country, thereby 
leading to a reduction in revenues, loss of employment, foreign exchange issues and loss in 
reputation of the destination countries. Lack of natural resources can also prompt tourists to 
look for other destination countries, and therefore, there is a need for government to focus on 
both the economic development of the country and the protection of the environment to ensure 
a continuous flow for the present and future, and in this process, the local community’s 
participation is required. 

In Mauritius, tourism development projects are licensed, monitored and handled by the tourism 
authority under the Tourism Authority Act 2006. Specifically, for the purpose of hotel projects 
on coastal areas, the tourism authority requires an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
licence to identify the environmental parameters and the impact of the project on the 
environment and to ensure that such effects are addressed to appropriately. The EIA licence 
is issued by the Environment Protection Commission under the Mauritius Environment 
Protection Act of 2002. In that respect, various governmental agencies’ approvals are required, 
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for instance, the Road Development Authority is consulted for a traffic impact assessment, the 
Central Water Authority and Central Electricity Board are also consulted for utilities clearances, 
the Ministry of Health, the Fire Services and the police department are also approached to be 
able to obtain the land and building permit to construct a hotel. However, the aforementioned 
procedures applies only in respect of hotel constructions, environmental considerations are 
not examined when granting licences by the tourism authority for other types of tourism 
activities. At the international level, Mauritius has always played a proactive role to promote 
sustainable development, an evidence is the country’s participation in the 1992 United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development (Earth Summit, Rio de Janeiro, 1992). 
Furthermore, Mauritius was the first country to sign the UN framework on climate change in 
1992 and acceded to the Kyoto Protocol in 2001 (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Regional 
Integration and International Trade, 2017). In the same line, being totally conscious of the 
impact of climate change on the environment, Mauritius has integrated climate change 
considerations into its development strategies by adopting the vision of “Maurice Ile Durable” 
that outlines the government’s commitment to making the country less dependent on fossil 
fuels.  

Unlike other small island developing countries, Mauritius is undertaking various initiatives to 
ensure that development is going to the right direction in terms of maintaining the appropriate 
balance between development and environmental protection in order to allocate the limited 
natural resources not only for the present generation but also for future generations. This part 
of the paper aims at providing some practical solutions to assist the government in fulfilling the 
Mauritius “Ile Durable” vision in a more efficient manner.  

This paper puts forward the concept of ecotourism to assist in implementing sustainable 
developments in the tourism sector. Ecotourism is defined as a responsible travel to natural 
areas that conserve the environment and improve the well-being of local people (The 
International Ecotourism Society, 1991). Wood (2002) further elaborated on the concept to 
argue that ecotourism must be planned and managed to successfully offer the key social and 
environmental objectives, and this include management skills to handle visitors in protected 
natural areas, government policies to generate funds for both conservation of wild lands and 
sustainable development of local communities and focussed attention on local people, with a 
view to minimise the negative impacts on nature and culture that may damage a destination. 
However, it has often been noticed that the term ecotourism fails to take the life and health 
factor of human beings into consideration, that is contrary to Prinicple 1 of the Rio Declaration 
on Environment and Development, which provides that human beings are at the centre of 
concerns for sustainable development, and they are therefore entitled to a healthy and 
productive life in harmony with nature. To sum up, ecotourism can thus be defined as an 
environmentally responsible travel to undisturbed natural areas in order to enjoy and 
appreciate nature that promoted conservation, has low negative visitor impact, and provides 
for beneficially active socioeconomic involvement of the local population, as well as a balanced 
ecological setting for the life and health of people and nature (Chatarayamontri, 2009). 

To achieve the goal of sustainable tourism, it is advisable that a separate sustainable 
ecotourism committee be set up which will be comprised of representatives of each 
stakeholder concerned such as the private sector, academics as well as non-governmental 
organisations, and the committee will need to be given force of law under the Tourism Authority 
Act. The committee will be having the role of establishing the policy, support and promotion of 
the ecotourism sector through the coordination of various stakeholders. For instance, the 
committee may bring forward incentives to encourage the effective participation of the local 
community in sustainable development because of their knowledge and traditional practices. 
In that way, tourists will be attracted to visit a destination due to the curiosity to discover rich 
traditional cultures, knowledge and assets, and hence ecotourism is both a conservation 
strategy and a rural development tool. The committee also needs to focus on the environmental 
aspect of ecotourism development through the creation of economic value in the natural 
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resources of the destination country such as wildlife, forests, fauna and flora. Likewise, the 
gorilla tourism in Rwanda has enabled the commercialisation of jungle tours to provide tourists 
the opportunity to view these primates. Thus, nature and culture when combined together, are 
valid tools for realising revenues from the tourism sector, while ensuring at the same time the 
preservation of cultures and traditions, and the conservation of the natural heritage.  

At present, in Mauritius, the Tourism Authority Act 2006 empowers the tourism authority with 
a panoply of functions giving rise to heavy bureaucratic issues and interferences from political 
parties as well as management problems. It is high time to curb the powers given to only one 
body so as to address the issues. That being said, the sustainable ecotourism committee 
needs to act independently from the tourism authority, and before licencing a particular tourism 
enterprise or activity, the committee will need to be consulted first and to provide a report on 
the manner in which the activities need to be planned and managed successfully so as to 
ensure the natural environment, traditions, cultures and health of the local population are 
safeguarded. It is only after the receipt of the report and upon recommendations made by the 
committee that the tourism authority can decide on a proper course of action.  

Furthermore, to avoid confusion and to ensure transparency, it is suggested that a well-
elaborated guideline be put in place for the sustainable ecotourism authority to consider 
tourism development projects. However, amendments in the law solely will not help the 
government achieve the sustainable ecotourism goal. An informational and educational 
programme needs to be run alongside for preparing the local community and imbibing into the 
domestic population the culture of ecotourism. For instance, when considering the 
transportation of tourists, tour operators not only have the duty to ensure the safe travel but 
also to ensure the use of transport that minimises fuel consumption such as the use of hybrid 
vehicles. Visitor educational programmes may also help tourists to become aware of the impact 
of their activities in the destination countries as well. In addition, the requirement for an EIA 
licence should not be limited only for the construction of hotels, but this should be applicable 
for all tourism activities and this should be clearly spelt out in the tourism laws of Mauritius. 

Conclusion 

As elaborated above, the tourism sector does have an impact on the lives of people and on 
the natural environment of a destination country. While the good effects have been seen in 
terms of economic efficiencies and infrastructural development, the negative impacts have 
been experienced mostly by the local population evidenced by the degradation in human rights 
and climate change (Pattullo, 2006). By way of socio-legal analysis, the study has scrutinised 
the role of Mauritius legislation with respect to human rights in the context of the tourism sector. 
It has been noted that the deficiencies in Mauritius laws and the lack of legal framework are 
causing governmental bodies to favour tourism development without considering human rights 
implications such as forced eviction of private lands and the growing trend in sex tourism in 
the country. The paper has also portrayed the negative impacts on the natural environment of 
the destination countries further to the evolution of the tourism sector in a particular country, 
and this in turn endangers the future of the tourism sector in the country since a lack of natural 
scenery also implies a lesser attractive and peaceful environment.  

It has been seen that the Tourism Authority Act is not clear as to the specific roles of the tourism 
authority which has been given wide discretionary powers. This in turn has given rise to 
practices which are not in conformity with general norms, and as such, this paper has 
recommended the development of a comprehensive set of written principles, that is, a code of 
ethics for the tourism sector, to guide key players in the sector and the code needs to be given 
force of law to compel on all stakeholders concerned to abide by same. In addition, the study 
highlights the importance of conducting a feasibility study on the impact on human rights of the 
local population before the tourism authority grants tourism activities licences, and this will 
involve working in close collaboration with Mauritius Human Rights Commission, the 
authorities responsible for utilities, transport, public infrastructures, amongst others. As seen 
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above, development needs to be seen as a multi-faceted process for everyone to benefit and 
have a fair share of the gains from the tourism industry. In this process, the culture of 
ecotourism needs to be adopted by all persons concerned in order to assess the impact of 
development on the natural environment and on the lives and heath of people. Amendments 
to the Tourism Act of Mauritius and the establishment of a specific ecotourism committee will 
help the government in contributing towards a more sustainable Maurice Ile Durable. However, 
changes in law alone do not ensure an automatic rehabilitation. The effective implementation 
of the abovementioned policies will only work if the local population is empowered through 
education, training and sensitisation programmes or campaigns, and also, tourists need to be 
made aware of their obligations towards protecting the natural habitat of the destination 
countries. The proposed recommendations and measures are in conformity with the first 
principle of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Protection that values human being as 
being the centre for sustainable development.    
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